ST. MARY'S, GREENSBURG WEDDING GUIDE 2027

RESERVING THE CHURCH FOR YOUR WEDDING
Please call our parish secretary Paige Hash at our parish office (812) 663-8427 or email
parishoffice@stmarysgreensburg.com to “pencil in” a date for you. Then, make an
appointment with our pastor, Fr. Steve Giannini (812)663-8427 ext. 201
sgiannini@stmarysgreensburg.com. At the first meeting with Fr. Steve the date for your
wedding will be confirmed. If you would like a visiting priest or deacon to officiate your
wedding, please discuss with Fr. Steve at your first meeting.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

At your first meeting with Fr. Steve, he will discuss with you our Marriage Preparation
Program. Marriage Preparation guidelines for the Archdiocese of Indianapolis include
three components: Sponsor Couples to help the Engaged Couple in understanding
marriage in the Catholic Church, a pre-marital inventory, and either Natural Family Planning
or Theology of the Body. St. Mary Church Marriage preparations include:

Sponsor Couples

PREPARE/ENRICH pre-marital inventory

Theology of the Body
Additional resources include:

The 5 Love Language Quiz

Beloved video series on Formed.org

Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan

PLANNING YOUR WEDDING MASS OR CEREMONY
At your first meeting with the priest, you will be given a copy of the “Together for Life”
wedding planning book. This is a great resource that outlines what is allowed and not
allowed at Catholic weddings. In the back of the book is a fill-in-the-blank form to help you
in planning the wedding Mass or Ceremony.

Some couples hire a professional wedding coordinator to assist with arrangements. If you
hire a wedding coordinator, she or he may help at the wedding. If you are not hiring a
wedding coordinator, your family and friends can help with a few details such as helping
line up the wedding party, help decorate the church, and cleaning and straightening the
church and rooms after the wedding.
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MUSIC
Prelude music before the wedding may include popular songs, either played or recorded.
Remember, we are in church! Save those “special” songs for your reception!

Music for the entrance of grandparents/parents, the processional of the bridal party,
during the Mass or Ceremony, and the recessional, is to be played on instruments and/or
sung by a cantor and must be either sacred or classical in nature.

Our parish has two musicians available to play your wedding, and several cantors who can
sing at your wedding. First, contact the musician, and in that conversation discuss with her
optional cantors for your wedding. If you are having a Wedding Mass there must be a
cantor. If you are having a Wedding Ceremony a cantor is not necessary (the psalm could
be recited or the musician may sing and play). Outside musicians and vocalists are
welcome—talk with the officiant of your wedding if you have outside musicians coming to
play and sing.

Do not adjust the sound system unless aided by a parish musician.

Please check with the musicians and cantors regarding their professional fees. Musicians
and cantors are paid directly. As a courtesy you should pay them prior to the wedding.

Our parish musicians are:
Paula Davis 480-766-6643 pdavis@stmarysgreensburg.com
Kristy Lowe 812-593-2502 klowe95@gmail.com

WEDDING DATES AND TIMES
While weddings are typically scheduled on Saturdays, they may be held on other days as
well. Saturday Wedding Masses begin at 1:30 pm (or earlier), while Wedding Ceremonies
begin as late at 2:00 pm. This ensures that your wedding party will have plenty of time for
photographs before our 3:15 pm Confessions and 4:30 pm Mass.

OPTIONAL SEND OFF AFTER THE WEDDING
Some couples plan a “false get-away” with family and friends gathered outside of the
church as the bride and groom get into a car, drive around for a bit, and come back to sign
the wedding license and take photographs. If you would like to have something more than
the applause and well wishes of family and friends, you could have small bells rung,
bubbles or ribbon wands (which could serve as favors or mementos of your wedding for
your guests). Items that are tossed (confetti, birdseed, rice, etc.) become slip and fall
hazards for your guests, so are not allowed for the post ceremony festivities.



DECORATIONS
There are certain times of the year when the Church is decorated for the liturgical season.
These are: prior to and immediately after Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter seasons. The
liturgical décor created for these seasons requires much time and planning. Thus, they
cannot be moved or re-arranged. If your wedding is to occur during one of these times, we
ask you to use the existing decorations. If during Ordinary Time (Summer and Autumn) you
would like to bring your own flowers, you will be responsible for moving the decorations in
the sanctuary and replacing them after the Wedding, as well as cleaning up any dropped
leaves and petals.

Do not use tape, glue, wires or tacks to attach flowers or ribbons to the pews. Plastic clips
are available from most florists, or draped fabric over the pew ends can be used for your
decorations. Register books or related signature boards may be set up in the narthex.

Flowers may be placed on either side of the tabernacle, in front of the altar, and/or in front of
the ambo (reader’s stand).

You may come to decorate the church at 10 am for Saturday afternoon weddings. If you wish
to come earlier, check with the priest or deacon, and he will find out if the church is available
for your desired set up time.

If your flower girl(s) strews petals during her entrance, someone in your party will need to
sweep them up after the wedding.

Aisle runners are not used in our church because of the slick nature of our slanted marble
aisle.

PHOTOGRAPHS AND VIDEOS
Photographs and videos may be taken in the church. Cameras are not allowed in the
sanctuary (area of the altar). Except for the entrance of the bridal party, photographers
and videographers are asked to be to the sides and to the back of your guests so that your
guests may enjoy the wedding ceremony with you.

Photographs taken with flash is allowed prior to and after the Mass or Ceremony. During
the Mass or Ceremony, pictures should be taken without flash.

Please ask your photographers and videographers to introduce themselves to the priest or
deacon prior to the ceremony.
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Photographs should conclude by 3:15 pm (when confessions begin in the
church/confessional). However, if the church has been put back in good order and a few
more photographs need to be taken, that is perfectly fine. 4 pm is the definite ending
time—people will be arriving for the 4:30 pm Mass.

ARRIVAL TIMES AND BUILDING USAGE
The bride and bridesmaids are encouraged to have make-up and hairstyling be done at a
beauty shop or at a home the morning of the wedding if wanting to prepare in the early
morning.

On the day of the wedding two meeting rooms will be provided for the wedding party (one
for the bride and her bridesmaids, and one for the groom and his groomsmen). Access to
these rooms begins at 10 am for Saturday afternoon weddings (same time as access to the
church and narthex for decorations). Ask members of the wedding party, or family or
friends, to clean and straighten these rooms after the wedding, and place trash in the
dumpsters behind the school. Please do not move tables, chairs or other items between
rooms. If you are in need of an earlier start time for the two meeting rooms, please discuss
with the priest or deacon.

In keeping with the sacredness of the church space and the ceremony, alcoholic beverages
and smoking are not permitted in the church or adjacent rooms.

The church, narthex, and meeting rooms are to be cleaned and in good order by 3:15 pm
(when confessions will begin in church).

FEES
St. Mary Church does not charge parishioners a fee for weddings, though a donation would
be greatly appreciated. The fee for non-parishioners for the use of the church is $500.00.
The wedding party is responsible for paying the musicians and cantors, videographers and
photographers, florist and hired wedding coordinators directly.

The Large Meeting Room may be rented for the rehearsal dinner. If using the two small
meeting rooms prior to 10 am on the wedding day, a rental fee for these rooms may be
required. Please contact Anita Navarra 812-663-8427 ext. 204 or email her at
anavarra@stmarysgreensburg.com for rental fee amounts and reservations.
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